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Me 10/12/77 HK 


Manor Downs, Austin, Texas 





Set 1: Promised Land, They Love Each 
Other, Me and My Uncle, Candyman, 
Brown-Eyed Women, El Paso, Friend of// 
the Devil, Lazy Lightnin’ > Supplication, 
Deal 

Set 2: Samson and Delilah, Tennessee Jed, 
Estimated Prophet > He’s Gone > Drums > 
The Other One > Black Peter > Truckin’ > 
Nobody’s Fault but Mine > Iko Iko > Sugar 
Magnolia 

Encore: Johnny B. Goode// 













1. Source: AUD, Quality: B+, Length: 2:45 
Highlight: The Other One 


These tapes contain another great night of typical 1977 
transcendent playing. The take-no-prisoners approach 
they use works well. Although the tapes aren’t in any 
way pristine (a few dropouts, crowd noise, slight gener- 
ational deterioration), they are still fairly comfortable to 
listen to and even enjoyable. Definitely focus in on 
“They Love Each Other,” “Brown-Eyed Women,” and 
“Deal” from the first set. “They Love Each Other” rolls 
along so naturally that it makes you wish that they 
hadn’t cut it from their song list. “Brown-Eyed Women” 
is especially exciting with its precision and spicy flavor. 
The ending of “Deal” stretches out, building and build- 
ing as the band keeps upping the ante. The crowd roars 
with fervor when the tension reaches critical mass. 
Heavenly! 

The pulse of the show quickens with the beginning 
notes of “Estimated,” to the joy of the appreciative 
crowd. Jerry’s playing at the end is especially drippy. 
There is some extremely pleasurable interplay between 
Jerry and Phil before, during, and through the transition 
into “He’s Gone.” “He’s Gone” is hypnotizing the 
whole way through, especially with Bobby’s perfect 
rhythm strummings under Jerry’s solo. The crowd gets 
totally into the vocal jam at the end, competing with the 
band as they scream and holler right along. It’s actually 
quite humorous. 

“Drums” comes early in the set, allowing for a mighty 
post-“Drums” segment. The triumphant entrance of 
“The Other One” peaks the levels as it smashes into the 
opening theme. They start full force right at the begin- 


Sa 


ning. Phil’s melodic playing is simply superb as he leads 
the band. The jam centers completely around Phil’s bass 
lines for a short while, eventually bringing everyone back 
to the theme where they hover for a minute. The crowd 
is straining to hear the lyrical entrance that is almost 
there. They vocalize their anticipation with more scream- 
ing and yelping. Bobby agonizingly suspends the lyrics, 
teasing them as the band continues to dance around the 
theme. Phil leads everyone back toward the intro, but the 
time just isn’t right. Bobby finally gives in to the crowd’s 
desire by ripping through the lyrics. A beautiful and 
thoughtful “Black Peter” brings the level down to reality 
after a great transition. The high-octane performance of 
“Truckin’” gives rise to a rare “Nobody’s Fault” (with 
lyrics) through this tribal-sounding transition. It is filled 
with a low-churning, almost grinding, thematic vamping 
that flows effortlessly from some unknown source. 
Jerry’s vocals lean toward the bluesy, almost depressed 
side of his vocal spectrum. “Nobody’s Fault” slips per- 
fectly into “Iko.” The boys are so slick in getting into 
“Sugar Magnolia,” riding the chord changes like a per- 
fect wave. A hearty “Sunshine Daydream” is followed by 
the “Johnny B. Goode” encore, which unfortunately 
fades to a cut. This is a hot night of especially fine music. 


Do your best to get it. 
COREY SANDERSON 





ME 10/14/77 He 


Hofheinz Pavilion, Houston, Texas 





Set 1: Jack Straw, Mississippi Half-Step, El 
Paso, Brown-Eyed Women, New Mingle- 
wood Blues, Los//er, Passenger, Friend of the 
Devil, Me and My Uncle, Tennessee Jed, 
The Music Never Stopped 

Set 2: Bertha > Good Lovin’, Candyman, 
Playing in// the Band > Drums > The Wheel 
> Wharf Rat > Around and Around 
Encores: Brokedown Palace > Playing in the 
Band reprise// 












1. Source: SBD, Quality: A-, Length: 2:50 
2. Source: FM-SBD (KFOG DHH 25), Quality: A, 
Length: 0:20 (“The Music Never Stopped”) 


This is a pleasant enough show, nothing special. The 
tape sounds fine, nothing terribly outstanding. Texas 








themes run throughout the first set. One of the high 
points of the show is some extended rapping from Bob 
and Phil before “Playing”—funny stuff! (Bob: “Jerry, 
with his acute sense of timing, is gonna take this oppor- 
tunity to light another cigarette. Hopelessly strung out 
on [pause] the evil weed...” Phil: “Haven’t you ever 
wished that someone would invent a cigarette that 
would go out after you’ve taken one puff? I know I 
have!”) Another is the appearance of the “Playing” 
reprise as a second encore. On the whole, nothing to 
write home about, although fans of ’77 Dead will prob- 
ably want this one. 

CHRIS FORSHAY 





RE 10/15/77 % 


Moody Coliseum, Southern Methodist 
University, Dallas, Texas 


Set 1: Bertha > Good Lovin’, They Love 
Each Other, Mama Tried > Big River, Ram- 
ble On Rose//, Looks like Rain, Peggy-O, 
Let It Grow 

Set 2: Samson and Delilah, Sunrise, Ter- 
rapin Station > Saint Stephen > Not Fade 
Away > Stella Blue > Sugar Magnolia 
Encore: Truckin’ > One More Saturday 
Night 













1. Source: SBD, Quality: A, Length: 3:00 

Highlights: Big River, Peggy-O, Let It Grow, Saint 
Stephen > Not Fade Away, Sugar Magnolia, Truckin’ > 
One More Saturday Night 


The Dead did not play in Texas that often, but it seems 
that every time they made that southwest swing, they 
found some added inspiration. The Austin and Houston 
shows were solid, and this night completed a strong trio 
of shows on this Texas run. This night is not as well 
played as the night before but it’s close, and it is better 
vocally. 

After a common but charged up “Bertha” > “Good 
Lovin’” opener, the Southern influence becomes appar- 
ent in the first set with “Mama Tried” > “Big River” and 
“Peggy-O.” The band is in high gear, and the playing, 
similar to the previous two nights, is a little more fluid 
than on the earlier northwest swing. Phil is very out 
front in the mix, and Jerry’s playing is exquisite. A well- 
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jammed “Let It Grow” ends the set and keeps the energy 
going. 

The second set opens with the gospel that is “Samson 
and Delilah” and Donna follows singing “Sunrise.” I 
like this song, but find myself longing for “Tomorrow Is 
Forever” in the environment of the show. The “Terrapin 
Station” that follows is less a rumbling, momentum- 
building version that builds to a feverish pitch and more 
a storyteller’s version, but it’s finely played nevertheless. 
Garcia’s singing is heartfelt, and Donna and Bobby add 
a resounding chorus at the conclusion of the song. The 
“Saint Stephen” > “Not Fade Away” pairing that fol- 
lows raises the musical stakes. The whole band is in sync 
during the intricate changes of “Saint Stephen,” clearly 
more confident and comfortable with it than with the 
February and March versions. “Not Fade Away” is well 
jammed and also sung emphatically, complete with 
Donna wails. The jam dissolves into a dreamy “Stella 
Blue,” and it is clear that the band has lassoed the 
crowd. They sweep the set clean with a rousing and 
rocking “Sugar Magnolia.” Just like the night before, 
the band pulls yet another double encore from its sleeve 
with a surprising “Truckin’” > “One More Saturday 
Night.” “Truckin’” is not stretched out as much as it is 
when it appears earlier in a second set, but the emphasis 
here is on punch, not pull. The bonus of “One More 
Saturday Night” ensures that “everybody gettin’ high” 
indeed. 

ANDY LEMIEUX 





FR 10/16/77 X% 


Assembly Center, Louisiana State Univer- 
sity, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 







Set 1: Promised Land, Sugaree, Cassidy, 
Loser, New Minglewood Blues, Friend of 
the Devil, Sunrise, Dire Wolf, The Music 
Never Stopped 

Set 2: Scarlet Begonias > Fire on the Moun- 
tain, Estimated Prophet > Drums > The 
Other One > Good Lovin’ > Terrapin Sta- 
tion > Black Peter > Around and Around 
Encore: U.S. Blues 










1. Source: SBD, Quality: A, Length: 3:00 
2. Source: AUD, Quality: C, Length: 3:00 
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